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Introduction 
Based on the mandate of the Education and Training Evaluation Commission (ETEC), issued 

by Royal Decree No. 108, dated 14/2/1440 H, ETEC is mandated to “building systems for 

evaluation and accreditation - including institutional and programmatic - in education and 

training, including rules, standards, frameworks and indicators and its terms, procedures, 

approval, and application.” And based on the authority’s keenness to build and develop high-

quality national academic programs, the authority has worked on preparing specialized 

academic standards for English Language and Linguistics programs. 

The standards contribute to setting the minimum curriculum requirements of English 

Language and Linguistics undergraduate programs to ensure their academic quality, and to 

assure their ability to produce highly qualified professionals in the field of English Language 

and Linguistics with the knowledge and skills required by the market and the national needs, 

in line with best practices and academic requirements for this field. 

Goals 
The main objective of this work is to develop specialized Learning Outcomes (SLOs) that 

should represent the minimal achieved by geological students at graduation. It will direct 

programs, course design and organization, build the curriculum map including the appropriate 

teaching and learning strategies, assessment tools, evaluating strategy, and link academic 

and professional aspects.  

Methodology 
This document describes the minimum knowledge units (KUs) and learning outcomes (LOs) 

in the field of English Language and Linguistics, which graduates are expected to obtain upon 

completion of the program. The KU-specific learning outcomes specify the minimum of what 

students should know or be able to do after successfully completing the KU. It is important for 

educational institutions to take into account the depth and expansion; and to include LOs 

related to communication skills and values in the curricula. Educational institutions can offer 

the desired elective KUs that are relevant to their programs and students can choose from 

them to complete their graduation requirements. It is important to note that a KU is not 

necessarily a credit course. A KU may be covered by one or more credit courses and a credit 

course may cover one or more KUs partially or completely. 

The KUs are derived from the following sources: 

1. English language Proficiency 

2. Theoretical Linguistics 

3. Applied Linguistics  

This document was developed by the ETEC in cooperation and coordination with different 

entities in the field of English and Linguistics, such as the Ministry of Education and the 

Literature, Publishing and Translation Commission.  
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Scope and Uses 
This document covers the Bachelor’s degree programs in the field of English Language and 

Linguistics. The document can be used and applied to English Language and Linguistics 

programs offered by higher educational public and private institutions in Saudi Arabia. 

Terms 
ETEC: Education and Training Evaluation Commission – Saudi Arabia. 

Knowledge Units: Thematic groupings that encompass multiple related topics; where the 

topics cover the required curricular content for each KU. Each KU contains a set of learning 

outcomes. 

Essential Knowledge Units (EKUs): The required topics in  English Language and 

Linguistics.  

General Knowledge Units (GKUs): Knowledge Units that introduce students to the main 

topics in English Language and Linguistics. All students majoring in any field of English 

Language and Linguistics should complete these GKU’s. 

Key Learning Outcomes (KLOs): It describes what students are expected to know and will 

be able to do by the time of graduation. These relate to the knowledge, skills, and behaviors 

that students acquire as they progress through the program. 

Learning Outcomes (LOs): Phrases describing what a learner should know, understand, and 

be able to do at the end of the program. They represent the bottom line of the learning process.  

NQF: National Qualifications Framework. 

Specialized Key Learning Outcomes (SLOs): The specificity needed for interpretation of 

the general criteria as applicable to a given discipline. 

Specialized Knowledge Units (SKUs): Knowledge Units that introduce students to 

intermediate and advanced topics in a major. 
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Key Learning Outcomes 
Key Learning Outcomes (KLOs) describe the essential knowledge, skills and attitudes that 

graduates of the English Language and Linguistics undergraduate program will be able to 

demonstrate upon completing the program. They are aspiration statements for a typical or 

average English Language and Linguistics student.  

On successful completion of a bachelor’s degree in English Language and Linguistics 

graduates should be able to: 

KLO1: Demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of the key terminology, concepts, 

and theories in the field of linguistics. 

KLO2: Demonstrate an understating of the interdisciplinary nature of applied linguistics and 

the use of linguistic knowledge in addressing real-world language-related issues and 

phenomena. 

KLO3: Analyze the structure of English Language at all linguistic levels. 

KLO4: Explain how language is learned and taught using various theoretical frameworks and 

methods. 

KLO5: Analyze English language variation, use, and change in relation to societal and cultural 

factors in both monolingual and multilingual contexts. 

KLO6: Communicate effectively and appropriately in written and oral English for a variety of 

purposes. 

KLO7: Critically evaluate language data and evidence to support or critique linguistic theories 

and hypotheses. 

KLO8: Use online resources and informational technology skills to appropriately locate and 

ethically use linguistic data and reliable information to carry out language and linguistic 

related assignments. 

KLO9: Work autonomously and collaboratively to ethically collect and use linguistic data to 

solve a language-related problem or address a language related issue. 

Curriculum General Criteria 
Based on benchmarking study of leading universities (Appendix A), and analyzing all 

knowledge units (KUs) and skills using language and linguistics programs, it is found that 

these KUs are grouped in the following categories: 

Essential knowledge units, 14 credit hours. 

General knowledge and skills units 60 credit hours 

Specialized knowledge units  

Each group consists of different subgroups that are essential in any typical English Language 

and Linguistics program. To show the importance of each of the subgroups, a range of 

allocated credit hours in a typical English Language and Linguistics program is shown in the 

next section. 
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knowledge Units 
The following table provides an overall view of the curriculum distribution of Knowledge Units: 

essential, general, specialized and others. The tables also provide general recommendations 

on the acceptable range of credit hours for each knowledge unit.  

A Note on English Language Proficiency 
Upon graduation, students are expected to have a high/advanced English language 

proficiency level (e.g., equal to the C1 level of the Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages) to demonstrate their achievement of KLO6: “Communicate 

effectively and appropriately in written and oral English for a variety of purposes”. This can be 

done by either requiring students to have a certain English proficiency level- as an entry 

requirement- depending on the levels of their offered English language courses or by offering 

the students a path to develop their English language proficiency. EKU 1 and GKU 1 below 

are applied to programs who opt to choose the latter.  

Essential Knowledge Units (EKU) 
Calculated based on a minimum of 14 credits hours. This part of the knowledge units should 

not be used in standardized tests. 

Table 1: Essential Knowledge Unit of English Language and Linguistics 

# EKU Description 
Minimum 

Requirements 

1 
English Language 

Proficiency  

English language proficiency of intermediate level by which 

students should comprehend the key points in standard oral 

and written English on subjects familiar to them and produce 

connected speech and writing on topics known to them.   

12 credit 

hours in a 

Semester 

System* 

2 Digital Literacy 

Basic computing skills to enable learners to efficiently engage 

in the learning and teaching process. These include the basic 

use of computers, common applications, and text-processing 

software.  

2 credit hours 

in a Semester 

system 

*  Pre-requisite: students should have basic English proficiency (equal to A1 of the CEFR) 
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Program core Knowledge Units 
Percentages are calculated based on a minimum of 60 credits for the English Language and 

Linguistics program. 

Table 2: Generalized and Specialized Knowledge Units of English Language and Linguistics 

# GKU Weight% SKU Weight% 

1 
Advanced English 
Language Skills  

20 

1.1 Advanced Grammar 5 

1.2 Advanced Listening and Speaking 5 

1.3 Advanced Reading and Writing 10 

2 Theoretical Linguistics 40 

2.1 Introduction to Linguistic Theory 5 

2.2 Phonetics and Phonology  10 

2.3 Morphology 5 

2.4 Syntax 10 

2.5 Semantics and Pragmatics 10 

3 Applied Linguistics 40 

3.1 Introduction to Applied Linguistics  10 

3.2 Second Language Acquisition  5 

3.3 English language Teaching and 

Assessment 

5 

3.4 Language and Society  10 

3.5 Language Research 10 
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Appendix (A): International Practices analysis 

 

List the Benchmarking universities and/or international regulatory bodies/societies including, 

but not limited to, country, website, exact program name as it appears on the original 

document, QS ranking. 

No. University Country Prog. Title QS 
Rank. 

1.  
Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) 
United States Linguistics and Philosophy 1 

2.  Cambridge  United Kingdom Linguistics 2 

3.  Stanford University United States Linguistics 6 

4.  Lancaster University United Kingdom Linguistics 10 

5.  University of Toronto Canada Linguistics 14 

6.  The Ohio State University United States Linguistics 17 

7.  UCL United Kingdom Linguistics 18 

8.  University of Chicago United States Linguistics 25 

9.  The University of Melbourne Australia Linguistics and Applied Linguistics 26 

10.  Macquarie University Australia Linguistics and Language Sciences 27 
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Table A2: Geology program required Subjects/Topics in elite International and local Universities. 

GKUs SKUs U1 U2 U3 U4 U5 U6 U7 U8 U9 U10 
count 

Total Note 

1 

Introduction to 
Linguistic Theory 

Y Y Y Y Y Y  Y  Y 9 A 

 Phonetics and 
Phonology 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10 A 

Morphology  Y Y  Y Y Y  Y  6 A 

Syntax Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10 A 

Semantics and 
Pragmatics 

Y Y Y  Y Y Y Y Y  8 A 

2 

Introduction to Applied 
Linguistics  

           C 

Second Language 
Acquisition  

Y Y   Y    Y Y 5 B 

English language 
Teaching  

   Y     Y Y 3 C 

Language and Society  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y  Y Y 9 A 

3 

Advanced Grammar             
Advanced Listening 
and Speaking 

            

Advanced Reading             

Advanced Writing             

*This GKU is specific to the KSA context, as the international benchmarked programs set a relatively 

high English proficiency entry requirement, which may not be applicable to contexts where English is a 

foreign language.  

• Any specialized knowledge unit that was taught by 60 % or more of the universities should be 
considered an important SKU and should be recommended and Labeled "A."  

• If the comparison showed that a particular SKU scored below 60% and was believed to be 
important, they should be further screened by applying another acceptance condition as defined 
in the FE exam by QIYAS and SCE. The SKUs that satisfy this condition are recommended and 
labeled by "B." 

• SKUs not meeting the above conditions should not be recommended, labeled by "C," and 
eliminated from Specialized Learning Outcomes. 

• The comparisons should be made based on the course descriptions. If no syllabus is available, 
a consensus should be made. 
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Appendix (B): Alignment of Key Learning Outcomes 

of English Language and Linguistics with NQF. 

 

Alignment of the Key Learning Outcomes for English and Linguistics with the NQF 

English and Linguistics Key 
Learning Outcomes 

NQF Learning Areas 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Skills 
Values, 

Autonomy, and 
Responsibility 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

8    

9    
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Appendix (C): Learning Outcomes and Topics for 

Knowledge Units 

General Knowledge Unit (GKU 1): Advanced English Language Skills 

Description 

This Unit ensure that graduates form the program has good command of the 
English language and can communicate competently in written and oral 
modes. It should qualify students to achieve high proficiency of English 
language, with at least C1 level of the CEFR. 

 

 

Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU1.1): Advanced Grammar 

Descriptio
n 

This unit introduces students to advanced topic in English grammar to ensure 
than they can use correct structures in appropriate contexts. Rather than 
focusing on individual topics in grammar, this unit takes a holistic approach 
where students move from simply knowing the way to use a certain structure 
to selecting the appropriate structure and elements to use in a given situation. 
The focus moves from simple structures to more complex ones, enabling the 
student to use grammar at an advanced level. 

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Categorizing words and phrases 
2. Determiners and modifiers 
3. The correct usage of the different tenses  
4. Co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions and embedded clauses 
5. The structure of different types of clauses, including interrogatives, 

conditionals, subjunctives, passives, infinitives, elliptical structures, etc.  
6. Emphasis structures, such as inversion, fronting, clefting, and 

pseudoclefting 

Specialize
d Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Identify the categories of words and phrases based on morphological and 

grammatical clues. 
2. Correctly select the appropriate determiners and modifiers 
3.  Determine the appropriate tense to use in a given situation. 
4. Use the appropriate conjunctions to link different clauses. 
5. Construct correct structures of different types, including interrogatives, 

conditionals, subjunctives, passives, infinitives, elliptical structures, etc. 
6. Form emphasis structures using different methods such as inversion, 

fronting, clefting, and pseudoclefting. 

The table below shows maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the 

SKU to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 

SLO1         

SLO2         

SLO3         

SLO4         

SLO5         

SLO6         
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU1.2): Advanced Listening and Speaking 

Descriptio
n 

This unit enhances students’ listening and speaking skills to enable them to 

effectively and competently take part in conversations and discussions 

covering a wide range of topics and contexts. 

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Listening for gist and main ideas 
2. listening for detail 
3. Listening for key and specific information  
4. Inferring meaning 
5. Notetaking  
6. Summarizing 
7. Preparation for speaking 
8. Intelligible and appropriate pronunciation (sounds, stress, rhythm and 

intonation) 
9. Giving presentation  
10. Body language 
11. Conversations  

Specialize
d Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of extended speech with no difficulty in a 

wide range of contexts.  
2. Express themselves fluently and comprehensibly  
3. Participate effectively and effortlessly in conversations and discussions in 

a wide range of topics 
4. Summarize orally the main ideas of extended speech 
5. Deliver effective presentation using appropriate pronunciation, body 

language and visual aids.  

The table below shows maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the 

SKU to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 

SLO1      ✓   

SLO2      ✓   

SLO3      ✓   

SLO4      ✓   

SLO5      ✓  ✓ 
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU1.3): Advanced Reading and Writing 

Descriptio
n 

This unit enhances students’ English literacy to ensure they can read and 

write extended English texts effectively and competently in a wide range of 

contexts.  

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Reading for gist and main idea 
2. Reading for detail  
3. Inferring meaning 
4. Notetaking  
5. Identifying themes and arguments  
6. Summarizing, paraphrasing, and synthesizing  
7. Paragraph and Essay types and structure  
7. Theses and arguments 

Specialize
d Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate comprehension of texts of various length and difficulty in 

various topics with ease and in a timely manner.  
2. Write well-structured and coherent texts of various lengths for a variety of 

purposes. 
3. Summarize texts without the use of direct quotations.  
4. Produce well-structured summary and paraphrase of complex texts.  
5. Synthesize information obtained from different sources to construct 

coherent and well-structured texts using appropriate IT and information 
tools.  

The table below shows maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the 

SKU to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 

SLO1      ✓   

SLO2      ✓   

SLO3      ✓   

SLO4      ✓   

SLO5        ✓ 
 

 

  



 

12 
 

General Knowledge Unit (GKU 2): Theoretical Linguistics 

Description 

Theoretical linguistics is the study of language itself, its components, and its 
structure. The goal of theoretical linguistics is to explain how the different 
components of the language system are structured and how they operate. It 
aims to explore the systems organizing and governing language elements, 
such as sound, word structure, sentence structure, and meaning.  

 

Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU2.1): Introduction to Linguistic Theory 

Description 

Linguistic Theory introduces students to the theoretical approach of studying 

language. It includes a historical overview of the development of theories of 

linguistics and introduces students to the major ideas in the field of theoretical 

linguistics 

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Historical overview of the development of linguistic Theory 
2. The subfields of theoretical linguistics 
3. Universal Grammar 
4. Generative Grammar 

Specialized 
Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Explain the main concepts in linguistics theory. 
2. Differentiate between the different subfields of theoretical linguistics. 
3. Explain the different aspects of Universal Grammar. 
4. Discuss the major characteristics and theories of generative grammar. 

The table below maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the SKU 

to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 KLO9 

SLO1          

SLO2          

SLO3          

SLO4         

SLO5          
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU2.2): Phonetics and Phonology  

Description 
Phonetics and Phonology are levels of linguistic analysis that are concerned 

with speech. Phonetics and Phonology studies how humans’ speech is 

produced, perceived, and structured or patterned.  

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Articulatory description of English sounds 
2. Transcription of English sounds  
3. Phonemes and allophones 
4. Distinctive feature 
5. Phonological processes and rules 
6. Syllables and phonotactics  
7. Stress and rhythm 
8. Intonation 

Specialized 
Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the key terminology and concepts used 

in phonetics and phonology. 
2. Describe the articulatory characteristics of English sounds. 
3. Transcribe English speech using the International Phonetic Alphabet. 
4. Use phonological rules to explain allophonic variation and phonological 

processes in connected speech.  
5. Analyze English syllable structure, stress, rhythm, and intonation and 

recognize their linguistic role.  

The table below maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the SKU to 

the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 KLO9 

SLO1          

SLO2          

SLO3          

SLO4          

SLO5          
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU2.3): Morphology 

Description 

Morphology is the study of the structure of words. It studies the different word 

formation processes, the different types of components which forms the 

structure of words. It also uses a system to represent the structure of the word 

and the relationship between the different parts. 

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Basic morphological terms and concepts 
2. Morphemes and allomorphs 
3. Word formation: inflection and derivation 
4. Word structure  

Specialized 
Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Define the main morphological terms and concepts. 
2. Identify the different types of morphemes and their allophones. 
3. Identify the main morphological operations. 
4. Analyze English words to show their morphological structure. 

The table below shows maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the 

SKU to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 KLO9 

SLO1          

SLO2          

SLO3          

SLO4          

SLO5          
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU2.4): Syntax 

Description 

Syntax studies phrase and sentence structure. It assumes that sentences are 

not just a string of words in a linear order. Groups of words are assumed to 

form constituents and these constituents consequently form the sentence in a 

hierarchical structure. Different constituents have different functions and 

relations to each other, making the sentence a rather complex linguistic unit. 

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Main syntactic terms and concepts 
2. Word and phrase categories 
3. Constituency tests 
4. Hierarchical phrase structure 
5. The binding principles 
6. Structural ambiguity 

Specialized 
Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1.  Define the main syntactic terms and concepts. 
2. Determine the categories of English words and phrases. 
3. Apply constituency tests to determine the constituent structure of a 

sentence. 
4. Draw tree diagrams to show the phrase structure of sentences. 
5. Explain the binding principles and how they apply to English sentences. 
6. Represent the different structures of ambiguous sentences using tree 

diagrams. 

The table below shows maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the 

SKU to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 KLO9 

SLO1          

SLO2          

SLO3          

SLO4          

SLO5          

SLO6          
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU2.5): Semantics and Pragmatics 

Description 

Semantics and Pragmatics are both concerned with meaning. They study the 

meaning of individual words and sentences as well as the relations between 

different words and different sentences. Semantics uses formal logic to 

represent meaning, offering a way to systematically inferring the truth value 

of sentences and to show some semantic properties. Pragmatics, on the other 

hand, studies context-related meanings. It is concerned with actual 

utterances, rather than just words and sentences. It analyses meaning based 

on a number of context and speaker related factors. 

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1. Key terminology and concepts used in semantics and pragmatics. 
2. The different types of meaning 
3. Word and sentence semantic relations 
4. Argument structure 
5. Formal semantics 
6. Information structure 
7. Deixis and reference 
8. Speech Acts 
9. Information structure 

Specialized 
Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of key terminology and concepts used 

in semantic and pragmatics.  
2. Discuss the different types of meanings and meaning relations. 
3. Identify the sense and semantic relations between English words and 

sentences. 
4. Identify the number of arguments for a given predicate. 
5. Use basic logic to determine the truth value of a sentence. 
6. Explain the context-related meanings of utterances and words. 
7. Apply the concepts of deixis and reference. 
8. Identify the different types of speech acts. 
9. Analyze the information structure of an utterance. 

The table below maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the SKU 

to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 KLO9 

SLO1          

SLO2          

SLO3          

SLO4          

SLO5          

SLO6          
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General Knowledge Unit (GKU 3): Applied Linguistics 

Description 

Applied Linguistics is an interdisciplinary area of knowledge which deals with 
a wide range of language-related problems, concerns, or phenomena. It 
applies what is known about language and other related disciplines to solve 
and examine real life problems and issues pertaining to language, its use and 
users. 

 

Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU3.1): Introduction to Applied Linguistics 

Description 

Introduction to Applied Linguistics demonstrates the interdisciplinary nature 

and the wide scope of the field of applied linguistics, and how language 

understanding is fundamental to humans, society, and culture. It introduces a 

wide range of applied linguistic disciplines, such as language acquisition, 

sociolinguistics and psycholinguistics.  

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1.  Definition and Scope of Applied Linguistics 
2. Fundamental knowledge of a wide range of investigation areas in applied 

linguistics, such as psycholinguistics, language teaching and learning, 
multilingualism, forensic linguistics, computational linguistics, etc.  

Specialized 
Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Define applied linguistics and its diverse sub-disciplines.  

2. Explain the interdisciplinary nature of applied linguistics and its diverse 

scope.  

3. Demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of the current issues in 

applied linguistics. 

The table below maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the SKU to 

the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 

SLO1 ✓ ✓       

SLO2  ✓       

SLO3  ✓       

SLO4         

SLO5         
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU3.2): Second Language Acquisition 

Descriptio
n 

Second Language Acquisition studies how language learners learn their 

second language after they have acquired their first one, and why second 

language learners vary in their success.   

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1.  Difference between first and second language acquisition. 
2. Theories that have explained second language aquation. 
3. Factors that may explain success variation among second language 
learners. 

Specialize
d Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Explain the differences between first and second language acquisition 
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the main theories and hypotheses that 

explain second language acquisition 
3. Evaluate theories s of second language acquisition 
4. Explain the variation observed among learners in their development of 

second/foreign language 

The table below maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the SKU to 

the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 

SLO1    ✓     

SLO2  ✓  ✓     

SLO3    ✓     

SLO4    ✓     

SLO5         
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU3.3): English language Teaching and 

Assessment 

Descriptio
n 

English Language Teaching Methodology discusses the various language 

teaching methods along with their theoretical foundations in the context of 

teaching English as a second or foreign language. It also discusses principles 

of language assessment in the same context.  

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
 1. Common approaches and methods used in English language teaching and 

their theoretical foundations.  
2. The historical development of the common English language teaching 

methods  
3. Concepts and principles in language testing and assessment 

Specialize
d Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate a broad understanding of the main approaches to teaching 

English as a second language along with their theoretical underpinnings.  
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and concepts used in 

language testing and assessment  
3. Design and deliver an English language teaching lesson informed by an 

appropriate language teaching method 
4. Evaluate English language teaching methods. 

The table below maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the SKU to 
the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 

SLO1    ✓     

SLO2    ✓     

SLO3    ✓     

SLO4    ✓     

SLO5         
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU3.4): Language and Society 

Descriptio
n 

Language and Society examines the relationship between language and 

society. It studies how social, geographical and cultural factors affect language 

variation, use and change.  

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1.  Language varieties and dialects. 
2.  Language variation in relation to social and regional factors. 
3. Language change and the major historical stages in the development of the 

English language.  
4. The relationship between language and culture 
5. Bilingualism, multilingualism and code-switching  

Specialize
d Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the close relationship between language, 

society and culture.  

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the historical stages in the development 

of the English language. 

3. Identify regional linguistic variation across the major dialects of English 

4. Explain the relationship between language variation and social factors 

5. Explain how multilingualism affect language use, identity, culture, language 

policy and planning.  

6. Analyze English language variation in reference to regional and social 

dimensions  

The table below shows maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the 

SKU to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 

SLO1     ✓    

SLO2     ✓    

SLO3     ✓    

SLO4     ✓    

SLO5     ✓    
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Specialized Knowledge Unit (SKU3.5): language Research 

Description 

This unit introduces the fundamentals of academic research within the context 

of language and linguistic research. It introduces common types of research 

and methods of data collection and analysis in the fields of language and 

linguistics.  

Topics 

The following topics must be included in this SKU: 
1.  Research methods 

2. Research design 
2. Research aims and questions 
3. Data collection and analysis 
4. Research ethics and integrity 
6.  Research planning  
7. Research proposal  

Specialized 
Learning 
Outcome 

By completing this SKU, students should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of academic research principles, design, 

methods, and ethics in the context of language research 

2. Use information technology skills to find and use credible academic 

resources to write and critique relevant literature reviews 

3. Formulate research questions and hypotheses 

4. Identify and use an appropriate research method 

5. Work collaboratively to collect and analyze language data in a systematic 

and ethical manner.  

6. Write a research report using academic language and proper citations 

and references.  

The table below shows maps the Specialized learning Outcomes for the 

SKU to the KLOs 

SLOs 
KLOs 

KLO1 KLO2 KLO3 KLO4 KLO5 KLO6 KLO7 KLO8 KLO9 

SLO1         ✓ 

SLO2        ✓  

SLO3         ✓ 

SLO4         ✓ 

SLO5       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

SLO6      ✓   ✓ 
 

 

 


	Curriculum General Criteria
	Appendix (A): International Practices analysis
	Appendix (B): Alignment of Key Learning Outcomes of English Language and Linguistics with NQF.
	Appendix (C): Learning Outcomes and Topics for Knowledge Units

