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[bookmark: _Ref115692052][bookmark: _Toc182673558]A. General information about the course:
1. Course Identification
	1. Credit hours: (3)

	

	2. Course type

	A.
	☐ University 
	☐ College
	☒ Department
	☒ Track
	☐ Others

	B.
	☒ Required
	☐ Elective

	3. Level/year at which this course is offered: (Semester 4 - Year 2)

	4. Course General Description:

	ENG2341-3 Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics provides students with a comprehensive overview of the fundamental principles of linguistics. This course delves into the scientific study of language, exploring its structure, use, and psychological underpinnings. Through lectures, discussions, and practical exercises, students will investigate various linguistic subfields, including phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. The course also examines the relationship between language and communication, comparing human language with animal communication systems, and highlighting the unique properties of human language.

	5. Pre-requirements for this course (if any):

	N/A

	[bookmark: _Hlk511560069]6. Co-requisites for this course (if any):

	N/A

	7. Course Main Objective(s):

	ENG 2341-3 Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics aims to provide students with a solid foundation in linguistic theory and analysis. The course is designed to develop an understanding of the fundamental properties and functions of language, introduce essential concepts and terminology across core linguistic subfields, and enhance analytical skills through the examination and application of theoretical frameworks. By fostering an appreciation for the complexity and diversity of human languages, the course prepares students for advanced studies in linguistics and related disciplines.
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2. Teaching mode (mark all that apply)
	No
	Mode of Instruction
	Contact Hours
	Percentage

	1
	Traditional classroom
	45
	100%

	2
	E-learning
	-
	-

	3
	Hybrid
· Traditional classroom
· E-learning
	-
	-

	4
	Distance learning
	-
	-
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3. Contact Hours (based on the academic semester)
	No
	Activity
	Contact Hours

	1. 
	Lectures
	45

	2. 
	Laboratory/Studio
	-

	3. 
	Field
	-

	4. 
	Tutorial  
	-

	5. 
	Others (specify)
	-

	Total
	45
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[bookmark: _Toc182673559]B. Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs), Teaching Strategies and Assessment Methods
	Code
	Course Learning Outcomes
	Code of PLOs aligned with the program
	Teaching Strategies
	Assessment Methods

	1.0
	Knowledge and understanding

	1.1
	Identify the basic properties of language and differentiate them from animal communication.
	K1
	Begin with a clear and concise lecture that outlines the fundamental properties of human language. Use a comparison chart or diagram to visually distinguish human language from animal communication, referencing examples from the textbook.
	Quiz (10 marks)

	1.2
	Recall key concepts and terminology related to phonetics, including the classification of consonants, vowels, diphthongs, and phonotactic constraints.
	K2
	Introduce phonetic concepts through a series of mini-lectures, each focusing on a specific aspect such as consonants, vowels, or diphthongs. Utilize the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) symbols provided in the textbook, and consistently refer to these during explanations.
	Formative Assessment 1 (5 marks)

	1.3
	Recognize various types of morphemes (free, bound, lexical, functional, derivational, inflectional) and their roles in word formation.
	K2
	Use clear definitions and examples from the textbook to explain each type of morpheme. Provide a step-by-step breakdown of word formation processes, highlighting the roles of different morphemes.
	Final Exam (40 marks)

	2.0
	Skills

	2.1
	Compare prescriptive and descriptive approaches to grammar, and classify different morphological processes, identifying examples of morphs and allomorphs.
	S1
	Present case studies or examples from the textbook that illustrate prescriptive and descriptive approaches. Follow up with detailed explanations of morphological processes, emphasizing the distinctions and classifications through textbook examples.
	Assignment 1 (5 marks)

	2.2
	Explain the concepts of phonemes, allophones, minimal pairs, and their significance in phonology.
	S1
	Use a structured lecture format to introduce these concepts. Employ visual aids, such as phoneme charts and minimal pair lists from the textbook, to reinforce the distinctions and significance.
	Midterm Exam (30 marks)

	2.3
	Define key semantic concepts including conceptual vs. associative meaning, semantic features, and various lexical relations such as synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, homophones, homonyms, polysemy, and metonymy.
	S2
	Deliver focused lectures on each key semantic concept, using textbook definitions and examples. Highlight real-life examples that relate to students’ experiences to make the concepts more relatable.
	Midterm Exam (30 marks)

	2.4
	Describe the differences between voiced and voiceless sounds, providing examples of each.
	S2
	Demonstrate voiced and voiceless sounds using clear verbal examples. Encourage students to mimic the sounds and observe the physical differences, such as throat vibrations, to solidify their understanding.
	Final Exam (40 marks)

	2.5
	Analyze sentences to identify parts of speech, grammatical agreement, and structural ambiguity using traditional grammar rules.
	S5
	Walk through sentence analysis step-by-step, using examples from the textbook. Emphasize traditional grammar rules and point out common pitfalls to watch for in identifying parts of speech and grammatical features.
	Formative Assessment 2 (5 marks)

	2.6
	Interpret tree diagrams and syntactic rules to illustrate the deep and surface structures of sentences.
	S7
	Break down the construction of tree diagrams into manageable steps, explaining each component thoroughly. Use textbook examples to illustrate how deep and surface structures are represented in these diagrams.
	Assignment 2 (5 marks)

	3.0
	Values, autonomy, and responsibility

	3.1
	Demonstrate an appreciation for the diversity and complexity of languages by actively participating in class discussions and showing respect for different linguistic perspectives.
	V1
	Foster an inclusive classroom environment by encouraging open discussions about linguistic diversity. Share examples and case studies from the textbook that highlight the richness and complexity of different languages.
	The course coordinator will decide the specific details of this assessment, including the format, criteria for evaluation, and how the results are measured.

	3.2
	Independently research and present on a specific linguistic topic, demonstrating the ability to gather, analyze, and synthesize information without extensive guidance.
	V2
	Provide clear guidelines and support for independent research projects. Offer a list of potential topics based on textbook content and suggest reliable sources for gathering information.
	The course coordinator will decide the specific details of this assessment, including the format, criteria for evaluation, and how the results are measured.

	3.3
	Consistently complete assignments on time, participate actively in group activities, and contribute to maintaining a collaborative learning environment.
	V3
	Set clear expectations for assignment deadlines and participation. Regularly monitor progress and provide feedback, emphasizing the importance of collaboration and mutual respect in group activities.
	The course coordinator will decide the specific details of this assessment, including the format, criteria for evaluation, and how the results are measured.



[bookmark: _Ref115691971][bookmark: _Toc182673560]C. Course Content
	No
	List of Topics
	Contact Hours

	1. 
	ANIMALS AND HUMAN LANGUAGE
COMMUNICATION; THE PROPERTIES OF LANGUAGE
	4.5

	2. 
	THE SOUNDS OF LANGUAGE (PHONETICS)
VOICED AND VOICELESS SOUNDS; DESCRIPTION AND CLASSIFICATION OF CONSONANTS; VOWELS; DIPHTHONGS
	6

	3.
	THE SOUND PATTERNS OF LANGUAGE (PHONOLOGY)
PHONEMES; PHONES AND ALLOPHONES; MINIMAL PAIRS AND SETS; PHONOTACTICS; SYLLABLES: CONSONANT CLUSTERS; CO-ARTICULATION EFFECTS: ASSIMILATION, ELISION
	9

	4.
	MORPHOLOGY
MORPHEMES: FREE AND BOUND MORPHEMES; LEXICAL AND FUNCTIONAL MORPHEMES; DERIVATIONAL AND INFLECTIONAL MORPHEMES
MORPHOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION; MORPHS AND ALLOMORPHS
	9

	5.
	GRAMMAR
TRADITIONAL GRAMMAR: PARTS OF SPEECH; AGREEMENT; NATURAL GENDER VS. GRAMMATICAL GENDER
PRESCRIPTIVE VS. DESCRIPTIVE APPROACH
	4.5

	6.
	SYNTAX
DEEP AND SURFACE STRUCTURE; STRUCTURAL AMBIGUITY; RECURSION; TREE DIAGRAMS; SYMBOLS USED IN SYNTACTIC ANALYSIS; PHRASE STRUCTURE RULES; LEXICAL RULES; MOVEMENT RULES
	6

	7.
	SEMANTICS
MEANING: CONCEPTUAL VS. ASSOCIATIVE MEANING; SEMANTIC FEATURES; LEXICAL RELATIONS: SYNONYMY; ANTONYMY; HYPONYMY; HOMOPHONES AND HOMONYMS; POLYSEMY; METONYMY
	6

	Total
	45



[bookmark: _Ref115691976][bookmark: _Toc182673561]D. Students Assessment Activities
	No
	Assessment Activities * 
	Assessment timing
(in week no)
	Percentage of Total Assessment Score

	1. 
	Formative Assessment 1 (5 Marks)
1.2 Recall key concepts and terminology related to phonetics, including the classification of consonants, vowels, diphthongs, and phonotactic constraints
Explanation: This assessment will test students on their understanding of phonetics. By focusing on the classification of sounds, students will strengthen their foundational knowledge early in the course, which is essential for understanding more complex topics later.
	Mentioned in the new  Course Syllabus
	5%

	2. 
	Formative Assessment 2 (5 Marks)
2.5 Analyze sentences to identify parts of speech, grammatical agreement, and structural ambiguity using traditional grammar rules
Explanation: This assessment will help students practice analyzing sentence structures. It will ensure they are comfortable identifying parts of speech and understanding grammatical agreements, which are critical skills for advanced grammar study.
	Mentioned in the new  Course Syllabus
	5%

	3. 
	Assignment 1 (5 Marks)
2.1 Compare prescriptive and descriptive approaches to grammar, and classify different morphological processes, identifying examples of morphs and allomorphs
Explanation: This assignment will allow students to explore different approaches to grammar in depth. By comparing prescriptive and descriptive grammar, students will gain a broader understanding of language rules and their applications, as well as improve their ability to classify morphological processes.
	Mentioned in the new  Course Syllabus
	5%

	4.
	Assignment 2 (5 Marks)
2.6 Interpret tree diagrams and syntactic rules to illustrate the deep and surface structures of sentences
Explanation: This assignment will focus on syntax and the visualization of sentence structures. Students will practice creating and interpreting tree diagrams, which will help them understand the underlying structure of sentences and improve their syntactic analysis skills.
	Mentioned in the new  Course Syllabus
	5%

	5.
	Quiz (10 Marks)
1.1 Identify the basic properties of language and differentiate them from animal communication
Explanation: The quiz will assess students' understanding of the fundamental properties of language. By differentiating human language from animal communication, students will solidify their grasp of basic linguistic concepts, which are crucial for more advanced topics.
	Mentioned in the new  Course Syllabus
	10%

	6.
	Midterm Exam (30 Marks)
While aligned with specific CLOs for measurement purposes, this comprehensive exam covers all course materials and assesses the knowledge, understanding, and skills up until this point in time.
2.2 Explain the concepts of phonemes, allophones, minimal pairs, and their significance in phonology
2.3 Define key semantic concepts including conceptual vs. associative meaning, semantic features, and various lexical relations such as synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, homophones, homonyms, polysemy, and metonymy
Explanation: The midterm exam will comprehensively cover both phonology and semantics. This ensures students understand key concepts related to phonemes and allophones, as well as important semantic concepts. By combining these topics, the exam will test students' knowledge and their ability to apply these concepts practically.
	Mentioned in the new  Course Syllabus
	30%

	7.
	Final Exam (40 Marks)
Although aligned with specific CLOs for measurement purposes, this comprehensive final exam evaluates the knowledge, understanding, and skills across all topics covered throughout the course.
1.3 Recognize various types of morphemes (free, bound, lexical, functional, derivational, inflectional) and their roles in word formation
2.4 Describe the differences between voiced and voiceless sounds, providing examples of each
Explanation: The final exam will be the most comprehensive assessment, covering crucial aspects of morphology and phonetics. Students will need to recognize different types of morphemes and understand their roles in word formation. Additionally, they will be tested on their knowledge of voiced and voiceless sounds, ensuring a thorough evaluation of their phonetic skills.
	Mentioned in the new  Course Syllabus
	40%












[bookmark: _Toc107389543][bookmark: _Ref115691981][bookmark: _Toc182673562]E. Learning Resources and Facilities 
[bookmark: _Ref115691986]1. References and Learning Resources
	Required Textbooks
	George Yule (2020) The Study of Language, 7th edition, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

	Essential References
	Akmajian, A. et al. (2017) Linguistics: An Introduction to Linguistics and Communication, 7th edition, The MIT Press. 
Fiona English, Tim Marr (2015) Why Do Linguistics? Reflective Linguistics and the Study of Language, London: Bloomsbury.
Mark Aronoff and Janie Rees‐Miller (eds.) (2017) The Handbook of Linguistics, 2nd edition, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

	Electronic Materials
	Online Dictionaries:
1. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English Online
· A useful resource for studying word forms, definitions, and usage examples, which can be particularly valuable for learning morphology.
· Visit Longman Dictionary

2. Oxford Learners Dictionaries
This dictionary offers in-depth word analyses, including morphological structures, and is geared toward English learners.

	Other Learning Materials
	Free Course: Describing Language - Open University
• This course provides foundational knowledge in language
description, which includes aspects of morphology. The course
is suitable for undergraduates and is free of charge.
Visit Open University Course


[bookmark: _Ref115691991]
2. Required Facilities and equipment
	Items
	Resources

	FACILITIES
	• STANDARD CLASSROOM (CAPACITY 25-30 STUDENTS) 
• ADEQUATE LIGHTING AND VENTILATION 
• SUITABLE SEATING ARRANGEMENTS 
• WHITEBOARD

	TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
	• COMPUTER AND INTERNET CONNECTION FOR INSTRUCTOR 
• DATA PROJECTOR 
• SPEAKERS 
• OPTIONAL: SMART BOARD

	OTHER EQUIPMENT
	• MARKERS AND ERASERS 
• NOTICE BOARD

	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
	• OPTIONAL: LANGUAGE LAB FACILITIES 
• OPTIONAL: AUDIO EQUIPMENT 
• OPTIONAL: MOBILE CHARGING STATION
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[bookmark: _Toc182673563]F. Assessment of Course Quality 
	Assessment Areas/Issues  
	Assessor
	Assessment Methods

	[bookmark: _Hlk513021635]EFFECTIVENESS OF TEACHING
	• Students 
• Peer Reviewers 
• Program Leaders
	• Direct: Classroom observations 
• Indirect: Student course evaluation surveys 
• Indirect: Faculty self-evaluation reports

	EFFECTIVENESS OF STUDENT ASSESSMENT
	• Faculty 
• Program Leaders 
• External Reviewers
	• Direct: Analysis of grade distributions 
• Direct: Review of assessment tools
• Indirect: Student feedback surveys

	QUALITY OF LEARNING RESOURCES
	• Students 
• Faculty 
• Library Staff
	• Direct: Resource utilization reports 
• Indirect: Student satisfaction surveys 
• Indirect: Faculty feedback on resource adequacy

	THE EXTENT TO WHICH CLOs HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED
	• Course Instructor 
• Department Head 
• Quality Committee
	• Direct: Analysis of all course assessment results (quizzes, midterms, assignments, final exam) 
• Indirect: End-of-course student surveys
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	COUNCIL /COMMITTEE
	COLLEGE COUNCIL

	REFERENCE NO.
	15

	DATE
	FEBRUARY 12, 2023
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